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Dear Secretary Arkoosh :

We write to you today to address concerns with respect to the Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents (ABAWD) waiver

for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients. The waiver in question exempts individuals designated

as ABAWD from meeting the federaltwenty-hour work week requirement to receive SNAP benefits. lt is our understanding

that the current waiver will expire at the end of this month, and the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services (DHS)

has submitted a request for a new waiver. lt is also our understanding that two different waiver options were submitted to

the Food and Nutrition Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture for review

Under the current waive4 only three counties must comply with the federal weekly work requirements: Adams, Chester

and Centre counties, Although the new waiver will slightly increase the number of counties that will be subject to the

requirements, we still have concerns.

Every day we hear from Pennsylvania businesses that are experiencing a workforce shortage despite going to great

lengths to hire and retain employees. Businesses are struggling and reducing their hours of operations which has a

negative impact on our Commonwealth's economy and citizens. Now is the ideal opportunity to re-engage thousands of

working age adults and revitalize Pennsylvania's economy. Helping those who cannot help themselves is a vital

responsibility of government. However, exempting the ABAWD population from meeting productive weekly work

requirements only removes their opportunity to learn self-reliance and prolongs government dependency.

Understanding these truths, we hope that you will stand with the millions of Pennsylvanians who routinely go to work

and NOT implement another year-long waiver of federal work requirements for these capable ABAWD's. We would also

respectfully request that the information pertaining to the waivers be updated on the DHS website.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments and please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss these topics in

further detail.

Sincere

pnuze nf peyrwentahhex
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Harrisburg

August 28,2024

Doyle H ey,

State Representative
L22nd District
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